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TO 

THE BIGHT HON. LORD CAMPBELL . 

THE VERY REV. THE DEAN OF ST. PAUL’S; 
GEORGE GROTE. ESQ. 



We respectfully lay before you the copy of a letter 
rhicli appeared in the Times newspaper on the 5th 
istant,* and the copy of an Address to Authors, and 
thers connected with literary property, circulated 
p us,f together with copies of letters which we have 
sceivcd in reply to the ‘ Question’ proposed. 

In addition to the letters contained in this pamphlet, 
i have received many verbal communications, but 
i no one instance have we been directed to refuse 
Applying retail booksellers on account of their selling 
t reduced rates of profit. 

John W. Parker and Son. 



bit Strand, May UM, 1852. 
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THE BOOKSELLING QUESTION. 



To the Editor of the Times. 

Sib, 

In the rcceut discussion respecting the book-trade, 
the subject has been pretty fully dealt with by the representa- 
ves of the trade, as far as publishers and retail-booksellers are 
cerned. Those discussions liave, however, raised a question 
ecessarily affecting other interests than those of manufacturers 
~d sellers of books ; and we have found it needful to consult 
"thors, and others interested in literary property, as to their 
'8 and wishes on the subject. 

We have accordingly submitted for consideration the fol- 
wing Question, requesting that answers and observations may 
le forwarded to us, with permission to make use of them in 
furtherance of a settlement of the matter in dispute. But sis 
i are many persons interested to whom we have not the 
is of forwarding a private communication, may wo beg to 
favoured by your powerful aid in making our request 
iversally known ? 

Question. 

‘ If a retail bookseller, of ascertained credit and rcspecta- 
-, ’ty, applies to your publisher for copies of any book in which 
are directly or indirectly interested, which he is ready to 
base on the terms at which the publisher has offered them 
the trade at large, but with the avowed intention of retail- 
3 his purchases at a smaller profit than that provided for 
ween the wholesale rate and the retail ju ice fixed for single 
o you consider the intention to sell at a low rate of 
fit a good and sufficient reason why the jiublisher should 
‘lse to supply him with books which he is ready to jiurchose 
d to keep in stock at his own risk 



Wo ai 



West Strand. Ai>ril Until. 



your obedient, servants, 

John W. Parker and Son 
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To Authors , and Others connected with Literary 
Property. 

As you must necessarily have felt some interest in the 
ent discussions respecting the book trade, in which you are 
icerned, as well as the publishers and booksellers, who have 
reared for themselves only in the matter, I beg to state that 
[have not taken any part in the proceedings of the Booksellers’ 
nation, and that I withdrew my name from the list of its 
unittee previous to the late interview wit h Lord Campbell, 
"rould his lordship, and the other eminent persons who 
taken the trouble to act with him, succeed in flaming 
for the future dealings between publishers and 
s, calculated to be satisfactory to the public, and 
jptable to the parties immediately concerned, I shall wil- 
jly ami promptly act upon such decision. But the discussion 
n raised a ipiestinn so essentially connected with the daily 
'ing of the trade, and necessarily affecting other interests 
those of the manufacturers and sellers of books, that I 
ok it due to authors and all connected with literary pro- 
ty, that they should be consulted by the publishers as to 
^^r views and wishes on the subject. 

Jffi'fl therefore venture to request that you will forward to me, 
A ;fct your earliest convenience, an answer to the following ques- 
tion, with any observations you may think proper to add, anti 
give me permission to make such use of it, in furtherance of 
RyjS settlement of the matter in dispute, as 1 may find useful and 
fr .'Jltecessary. 

Question. 

^Hfclf a retail bookseller, of ascertained credit and respecta- 
bility, applies to the publisher to purchase any book in which 
!*t. you may bo directly or indirectly interested, on the terms at 
which those books are ottered to the trade at large, but. with the 
i avowed intention of retailing his purchases at a smaller profit 
than, that provide.il for between the wholesale rate and the 
(• selling price of single copies, do you consider the intention to 
sell at a low rate of profit a good and sufficient, reason why 
HcSljie publisher should refuse to sell the books, which such re- 
tailer is reaily to purchase and to keep in stock at his own 
risk?' 

JOHN W. PARKER, 



r w " 



Strand. April 30th, 1852. 
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OPINIONS 



AUTHORS 



sold for more than it is worth, or, in other words, that the 
public is defrauded. 

1 am, sir, your obedient servant, 

John Ckaufurd. 

John W. Parker, Esq., West Strand. 



South Darenth, near Dartford, Kent, May 3rd, 1852- 

My dear Sir, 

The ‘ Question' you have propounded to me is one ol 
very serious import to authors, who publish. I can assure you, 
when the first issue of the Architectural Antiquities of Rome 
took place, the India paper copies sold for 25 guineas, and the 
plain IS guineas. I made the allowance to the trade of, I 
think, 30 per cent., with an understanding that none were to 
he offered to the public at loss than the above-named price : 
but it. soon appeared, that several retail men inserted in their 
catalogues such a price, as showed at once they were willing 
to sacrifice me, and 20 per cent, of the allowance offered them; 
the consequence to me was, that the chief offender, who had 
niy hooks, never paid mo anything at all ; and I could not 
maintain the price in the market that my subscribers had 
paid. The sale of the hook was damaged by this conduct 

The Roman Antiquities were followed by those of Mcdimval 
Italy, and also the revived Architecture ; but these I would 
not supply the retail luen with copies of, but sold them to the 
public who needed, or applied to me. 

I have always thought the 30 per cent, allowance to the 
retailer of hooks, such as might lie altogether dispensed with. 
Why should not. the publisher of such a work as my Encndo- 
)ieilia of Civil Knyineeriiig be enabled to sell to the public at 
the same terms be sells to a bookseller ? As to a bookseller, or 
retailer rather, who is ready to purchase and to keep in stock 
at his own risk, wishing to sell at a low rate of profit, it is 
mischievous ; as he at once alters the value of the article, 
which another capital has produced : and when one man 
advertises a 3.j guinea book for 3 guineas or less, the pub- 
lisher's arrangements arc injuriously interfered with. 

Why should not all the great publishers have a counter, 
where any one may, money in baud, be treated like a re- 
tailer, and buy bis commodity without the interference of 
the middle man ; who taxes unnecessarily the article he 
handles? I have in my time expended four^or five thousand 
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pounds on books — a third of which would have been saved by 
such an arrangement — and my costly antiquarian and architec- 
tural copies of books would have been attainable to many 
more than they now are. 

The subject is, like all others where there are middle 
men, most mischievous, and needing a change. Look at 
hops, grown at a cost of 40(. per acre. The grower and con- 
sumer never meet, but the factor looks at each, and pockets 
all the advantages which are to be had out of the growth. 

Believe me, my dear sir, sincerely yours, 

EnwAitn Cresy. 



Messrs. Parker. 



Down, Farnborough, Kent, May Stli, 1852. 
Sir, 

As an author of some scientific works, I beg to express 
strongly my opinion, that, both for the advantage of authors 
and the public, booksellers, like other dealers, ought to settle, 
each for himself, the retail price. 

1 am, your obedient servant., 



Charles Darwin 



Deanery, Hereford, May 3rd, 1852. 

: Gentlemen, 

I think every retail bookseller ought to bo allowed to 
i sell at any rate of profit lie may think proper, ami I certainly 
I should wish any publisher of a work in which 1 am interested 
: to supply it to such retail bookseller at the trade price. 

1 have always thought the trade regulations a great check 
, to the side of books among tho lower and middle classes, and 
; I have no doubt that in this way they have been very detri- 
: mental to the cause of education among the lower orders, and 
about, which the public are at present so much interested. 

I think 1 could very clearly show this by facts which have 
r come under my own observation. 

I am, gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

Richard Dawes. 

j. To Messrs. Parker. 
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